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V O L .  111. MARCH 25, 1848. No. 70. 

THOMAS WATTS, Esq. in the Chair. 

A paper was read- 
" On the Elements of Language, their Arrangement and their 

Accidents-the Labials." 
In  arranging the elements which take a labial for their initial, 

our difficulties will consist chiefly in  distinguishing between the 
letters of the primeval language, and those which were subsequently 
formed from them. W e  will begin with the elements that take for 
their initial the primeval p ,  p'. 

The primeval p, as we have already seen, took the form of b* in 
the Cochin-Chinese, and off+ in  the Gothic dialects. Of these two 
permutations there can be no doubt, and consequently we shall be 
justified in ranging under the present head of our subject, words 
from the Cochin-Chinese beginning with b, and Gothic words be- 
ginning with f .  In  some cases the primeval p appears to be re- 
presented by the Greekp' (q) and Cel t ic6 but care must be taken 
in the selection of examples. As the relations which the Chinese 
f bears to  the other labials have not been as yet satisfactorily 
determined, we shall avoid, as much as possible, drawing our illus- 
trations from Chinese words beginning with this letter. The Chi- 
nese f ,  like the same letter in the Gothic and Celtic languages, pro- 
bably represented two letters of the primeval language, namely the 
p' and the u,; and occasionally it runs so nearly parallel to  the 
Gothic f ,  that we might be tempted to  infer the existence of a much 
closer connexion between them than would be warranted by sound 
criticism. 

We shall endeavour to  range the groups of meanings as nearly as 
possible in the same order in the present paper as in that which 
treated of the initial gutturals. The reader will thus be enabled to 
compare the relations which bind the groups together in the two 
series, and will probably see reason to  consider them as confirmatory 
of each other. In the first group the meanings appear to  be con- 
nected in the following sequence:-to go forwards, to  hurry, to 
labour, and hence toil, suffering, distress, poverty, &c. ; to labour 
for an object, to manage, and hence business, traffic, gambling, &c. ; 
to  effect by labour, to obtain, and hence the efficient instrument- 
the hand, the result of one's labour, meed, hire, recompense, pro- 
visions in store, property, &c. 
pan ...... Chin. 8169, to exert one's strength in  doing, arranging, or 

managing, to manage, to transact, to do, to 
provide, to prepare, &c. ; mae pan, a kind of 
market-man, one who makes all necessary 
purchases for the house and table, &c. 

By Edwin Guest, Esq. 

* Vol. iii. p. 169. t Vol. i i i .  p. 177. 
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pill ...... C/&. 8361, urgent, pressing, precipitate, &c. 
pun ...... - 

haste, precipitation, hurry, &c. - - 
- - 8720, to throw into confusion with the hand. - - 8726, strenuous impetuous effort. 

- - 8402, to touch with the hand, &c. - - 8408, -struck with fear, hurried, precipitate, to strike 

ban ...... Co.-Chin. to sell. 
bu8n ...... - to buy. - - to be affected with grief. 
pan ...... Hok.Chin. to manage; niae pan, a comprador, one who buys 

8717, to walk or r u n o ~ ~  the highway, to run about in 

8718, to walk or be conveyed at a quick pace, to run. 

j e e n  ... - 8400, hurry, perturbed, hasty, &c. 

with the hand, &e. 

things for another. 
to exert one’s strength. 

to negotiate, to treat or transact business. 

peen .. , . . - 
p‘wan ... - the appearance of running away, to flee. 
pap ...... Sansrr. 
pa!i-a ... - ah s.m. wages, hire, a stake at  play, a bet, a wager, 

gaming, playing, playing with dice, price, wealth, 
property, a commodity for sale, business, &c. 

pan ...... - 
piin-a ... - ah s.m. trade, traffic, &c., the hand. 

pen ...... - to go. 
pain ...... - 
a h - ~ g  ... - 

zz:z } - 
ah opal - 

- to traffic, to buy, to sell, &e. 

ih s.f. a place of sale, a shop, a market. 

to go or approach, &c., to touch, &e. 

s.m. strictly one that works for his daily bread, a day- 

s.f. poverty, need. 
t a  work for one’s daily bread, to toil, work, to be poor 

or needy, to be poor in, to have need of, to work 
at, pyepare, get ready. 

s.f. quit-money for blood spilt, the fine paid to the 
kinsman, a ransom, price paid, satisfaction, retri- 
bution, requital, vengeance, penalty, recompense, 
reward, redemption, ransom as the result of quit- 
money. 

to toil, have or suffer toil, work hard, to toil or busy 
oneself, to be in distress or anxiety, to distress or 
trouble oneself, to wear oneself out, to be worn 
out or spoilt (a  sword), to bring about by labour or 
exertion, to effect, to execute with pains or care, to 
perform or work zealously. 

to cause toil, weariness, distress to another, to gain 
by toil or labour. 

s.m. work, hard work, toil, drudgery, a battle, an ac- 
tion, bodily exertion, exercise, hard running, a 
work, a task, distress (of body or mind), suffering, 
pain, grief; in plur. pains, sufferings, distresses, 
also sickness in  general, anything unpleasing ; any- 
thing produced by work, a work the fruit and result 
of labour. 

s.n. all kinds of victuals, meat and drink, store and 
provision for a household. 

piin-i ... - ih s.m. the hand. 

m u - i w  ... Greek. to be poor. 

labourer, hence a poor man. 

xoru-4 ... - 

~ o u - i o , u u a r  - 

aou-Lo ,.. - 
?rdu 0 s  . a .  - 

pen-urn .. Latin. 
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pen-us ... Luti7i. s.ni. id. 
pen-a ,.. - s.f. punishment, penalty, pain, trouble, remorse, any 

toil or suffcring, a pa3 ment of loss at play, &c. 
pnn-io ... - to punish, &c. 
poen ... ,. . Welsh. s.f. pain, torment, agony, punishment, pains, labour. 
poan , . . , . . Breton. s.f. pain, suffering, evil, punishment, torment, labour. 
poan-ia ... - v.a. & n to cause or endure pain, sickness or suffering, 

Philologists in general would consider the last three examples merely 
as Latin words naturalized in  the Celtic dialects. The opinion may 
possibly he a correct one ; but the reader should remember that the 
laws which distinguish the imported from the vernacular terms, in 
languages affected by the Latin, have been hitherto very imperfectly 
investigated, and that the principles which have generally guided 
our decisions are, to say the least, very unsatisfactory. 

There seems good reason to believe that we should be justified in  
ranging under the present head of meanings, the Latin name of 
Pen-us; and that, like the Hebrew name for the same enterprising 
race, it originally signified ‘ a trader.’ There can be little doubt also 
that the Greek name @OCVC& respecting which philologists have spe- 
culated so much and to so little purpose, had originally a like sig- 
nification; and that it was merely the Greek representative of the 
Sanscrit word banij, a trader, which in the nominative case takes 
the form of banik. The root, of which bang appears to be a deri- 
vative, will be considered in a subsequent part of this paper. 

We have observed elsewhere that the idea of onward movement 
is associated with that of thrusting or of piercing (vol. iii. p. 39). 
Hence the meanings to pierce, to  separate, to break asunder, to  
grind or pound, &c., a slice, a portion, a fragment, shards, flour, 
&c., range naturally with those we have been considering. The 
examples are not numerous. 

peen ...... Chin. 

- - 8421,-one-half, &c., fifty men, twenty-five chariots 

pin ..... - 8547, to separate, to divide, to partition. 
pwan ... - 
p‘an ...,.. - 
p‘een ... - 

to torment, to torment one’s-self, to labonr. 

8405, a stone needle, a certain stone probe used 
Chinese surgeons. 

of war. 

8745,-to separate, to divide, to cut 06 to halve, to 
separate as an oyster. 

8171, the half’ of a victim, il slice of, &c. 
8399, a splinter, a fragment, a bit, a slip, a petal of a 

flower, a leaf of tea, half of, to break asun- 
der, &c. 

peen.. . . . . Hok. Chin. to puncture the flesh for niedical purposes by a needle 

- - to tear asunder as with claws. 
pwan ... - the half. - - a large slice. 
p’hden ... - - - a slice, a part, a half. 
ben ...... Co.-Chin. a part (of some district). 
bun ...... - fine flour. 

passing through a stone. 

the section or leaf of a book, or piece of composition. 

u 2  
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pain ...... Sutiso. to pound, to grind. 
pen ...... - to grind. 
pain ...... Welsh. 

pein-iaw . - 
pan ...... Breton. 

pueyne ... Flem. 
fen ...... Irish. s.m. a section of a book. 
fin-a ...... A.-Saz. a woodpecker. 

s.f. bloom, fine powder or dust, farina, the bloom of 

v.a. to yield bloom or farina. 
s.m. a locality, a place, a cantoii (qu. a division of 

rubbish, shards, fragments of stone, &c. 

fruits, the farina on flowers. 

some larger district). 

We have seen that the Chinese word peen signifies not only “ one- 
half,” but also “fifty men and twenty-five chariots of war.” I t  
seems pretty clear that it took the first of these meanings because fifty 
was the half of a hundred, and it is probable that a better acquaint- 
ance with Chinese usages would explain to US how it came to signify 
twenty-five chariots. Now the Danish word t i  signifies ten, and the 
Icelandic tyg-r, s.m., the number ten ; and, according to Haldorsen, 
the word tug-r, s.m., signifies both a number in general, and the 
number ten in particular. As this word is certainly the root of our 
English word ten *, we may conjecture that ten properly signifies a 
full number, a completed tale ; and that the Sanscrit panchat, Greek 
abvre, rbpm,  Welsh pump, German funf,  Dan. fern, &c., are merely 
derivatives of the Chinese pzen, and originally signified the half of 
such tale or number. 

Connected with the idea of separation is that of order and ar- 
rangement, whence come the meanings-a series, a row, a streak, a 
stripe, a mark, &c. 
pan ...... Chin. 8162, to confer and distribute and place in regular 

order, a series, a rank, a row, a gradation, 
&c., colours arranged in order, or stripes, va- 
riegated, &c. 

marks of the srnall-pox. 

- - 8163, streaks, stripes or variegated colours. - 
- - 8167, the veins on a stone. 
piti ...... - 

- 8165, the scar of a healed wound, a cicatrice, the 

8547, to divide, to distinguish, to discriminate clearly, 

pwan ... - 
pan ...... Hok.Cha’n. 

p’heen ... - 
pan ...... A.-Sax. 
pan ...... Englisi. 

pane ...... - 
piane ... - 

- - 

fin-a ...... Icel. 

&C. 
8748, a path that divides fields. 
variegated, parti-coloured. 
the divisions in a melon or orange. 
to arrange, to put in order. 
a piece, a plait, a hem. 
a regular division of some sorts of husbandry work, 

as digging, sowing, seeding, &c.-Forby. 
a piece mixed in variegated works with other pieces, 
“ a pane of cloth.”-Johns. Dict. 

a compartment of ground between the trenches, or of 
tedded grass between the raked divisions.-Dors. 
Dial., Barnes. 

s.f a freckle. 
* Our word ten answers to the Mseso-Gothic taihtm, the Latin decem, and the 

Dnshan in the nominative takes the form of dash ,  which an- Sanscrit dashan. 
swers to the Greek 6d~a ,  the Icelandic tyg-r, and the Danish ti. 
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The next set of meanings is associated with the idea of linear ex- 
tension:-to mount, and hence a summit, a hill, a head, a cap, a 
chief, a point, a pin, a pinnacle, a completion, &c. : an extremity, a 
butt-end, the lower part, a roqt, a foundation, something to  rest 
upon, &c. 
pin ...... Chin. 8556, the hair on the temples, so called from its ap- 

pearing on the margin of theface, or according 
to others, from its being near the top of the 
head. 

hair, and to show the rank ; a kind of leather 
helmet, &c. 

pin ...... Hok.Chin. to rest or rely upon. 
pun ...... - 

bi6n ...... Co.-Chh. the extremity of anything. 

p‘een ... - 8408, a cap or dress; bonnet serving to keep up the 

a root, an essential fundamental thing. 

to climb up from a low place to a higher one. 
pwan ... - a cap, a hat. 
p’han ... - 

the shoot of a sharp-pointed plant. 
a root. a Drincide. 

bon ...... - 
bbn ...... - 
payan ... Persian, 
pin-ea ... Latin. 
pinn-a ... - 

pen ...... Welsh. 

- - 
pen-u ... - 

penn ...... Breton. 
pen-a ... - 
piann ... - 
pinn ...... - 
pjnn-e ... - 
pion ...... 
pinn-i ... - 
pinn ...... A.-Sax. 

pin - ...... 

- 
penn-i ... Icel. 

pinn-e ... Germ. 

pin ...... English. 
finn-e ... Germ. 
fin ......... A.-Sax. 

I .  I 

end, extremity, margin, completion. 
s.f. a pine-tree. 
s.f. fin of a fish, the pinions or larger feathers of a 

wing, the wing of a bird, a battlement in a wall or 
fortification, &c. 

s.m. an extremity, end or conclusion, the upper part, 
the head, a chief, a capital, a summit, a beginning 
or foremost end. 

adj. head, chief, supreme. 
v.a. to render chief or principal, to becon~e chief, to 

s.m. a in, a style for writing with, a pen. 
head, clief, end, extremity. 
to mount, to move oneself to a higher place. 
s.m. a writina. pen, a reed. 
s.f. the sumnzt of a hill or headland. 
s.f. a pin, peg, spigot, stud. 
s. a pin, a peg. 
s.m. a pen, a reed. 
6.m. a treenel. 
a pen, a quill. 
s.f. a large feather of a bird’s wing, quill-feather, a 

a pinnacle, a summit.-Jam. 
s.E rl pimple, fin, top, point, small nail, tack, &c. 
a fin. 

surpass, &c. 

small nail, tack, &c. 

Circular motion appears to  have given birth to the meanings-to 
pervade, to circulate, to embrace, to associate with, to agree with, 
to interlace, to weave, &c. 
peen ...... Chin. - - 
p e a n  ... - 
$$en ... - 

8136, to plait, to twist, to twine, to plicate. 
8552, to accompany, to receive a guest with the usual 

8741, an associate, a fellow, a companion ; to f o l l o ~ ,  

8123, to make a circular tour, to estcnd, reach, OT go 

ceremonies. 

to accompany, to attend upon. 

to every placc, to pervade every place. 
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pBen ...... Holc.Chin. mixed threads in weaving. 
- to twist hemp, to hem a garment. 

b6n ...... Co.-Chin. to interlace hurdles, to form rafts. 
pen ...... Sanscr. - to embrace. 

to touch or embrace. 
piin ...... Persian. felt cloth, or any kind of saddle-cloths for horses, ca- 
pain ...... - 

~ Q u - y l  ... Greek. s.f. the thread on the bobbin, in the shuttle, the woof; 
mels, or other beasts of burden. 

and in the plural, the web. 

weave, in general to wind off a rcel. 
z9ju-o ... - 
pann-us .. Latin. 
pan-us ... - 

to wind thread off a reel, &c. for the woof, hence to 

s.m. any cloth-stuff, &c., lint or tent for a wound. 
s.m. a woof about the quill in the shuttle ; a downy 

pod in which the panicum grows; a dry strong 
excrescence covered with a sort of down of the tree 
segilops. 

s.m. that is universal, pervasive, of spreading grain or 
texture, down, fur, nap ; the milling, fulling, or 
thickening of cloth. 

v.a. to make universal or pervasive, to form a texture 
or grain, to cover with down or nap, to full or mill 
cloth, to thicken by beating, &c. 

pan ...... Welsh. 

pan-u ... - 

pan ...... English. 
From the same fundamental idea came the meanings-to encircle, 

to  compress, to condense, mix up, accumulate, and hence induration 
of the skin, corpulence, things heaped together, filth, scum, &c. 
peen ...... Chin. 8415, the ribs united as one, not distiuctly marked; 

used also to denote indurated skin. 
pin ...... - 8560, numerous, crowded, in confusion, mixed, 

blended, applied to variegated ornaments. 
pun ...... - 
p'an ...... - 
p'een ... - 

to agree.-Car. Jam. 

8722, to mix. 
8171,--large, fleshy, &c. 
8412, indurated skin, hard stiff skin as that on t!ie 

hands and feet of ploughmen, a loose skin as 
if not adhering to the muscular part. 

peen ...... Holc.Chin. to indurate, to grow hard. 
pwan ... - great, fat, lusty. 
bun ...... Co.-C%in. mnd, clay. 
pin-a ... Snnscr. fat, bnlky, corpulent, large. 
piin ...... - to accumulate, to collect or heap together. 
p'av-a ... - 
p'iin-i ... - ah 8.m. the expanded hood of a cobra de capelIo. 

ih s.m. unrefined sugar, molasses, flour, or meal mixed 
with curds. 

the indurated foam of the sea, vapoiir. 

plenty. 

p'en-a ... - 
rau-/a ... Greek. 

a&-la ... -- 
maiu-o. .. -- 

ah s.m. froth, foam, cuttle-bone fish, supposed to be 

s.f. a filling-up, satiety, repletion, a surfeit, fnllness, 

n.pl. surfeit, disgust. 
to make fat, to fatten, also to make the soil fat or 

rich, to fatten, enrich ; metaph. to increase, enlarge, 
&C. 

a h - o g  ... - s.m. dirt, filth. 
T ~ J V  ...... - fat, well-fed, plump, sleek (especially of animals); 

fatty, oily, rich ; rich, fertile (of soils), wealthy, 
plentiful. 



aLocu-ou .. Greek. 
pan-is ... Latin. 
pjan-a ... Russ. 
plan-it' ... - 
pon ...... Welsh. 
pon-iaw.. - 
pwn ...... - 
pann ...... Breton. 
fin-a ...... Zcel. 
f h - a  ... - 
fenn ...... A.-Sux. 

s.n. a mixture of various kinds of pulse cooked sweet. 
bread, anything made in the shape of loaves or bails. 
scum. 
to form a scum. 
s.m. that is puffed or blistered. 
to puff out, to swell out, to fatten, to feed. 
s.m. an aggregate. a pack, a burden, a load. 
rank (said of vegetables). 
a fat slice of meat. 
to rot. 
a fen, dirt. 

W e  have now to consider the elements which take for their ini- 
tial letter one of the vocal labials-m, w. It may be convenient to 
begin with the second of these letters. 

The  primeval w probably took, in different dialects, every sound 
intermediate between our w and our w ; and appears to have given 
rise, in the early Indo-European languages, to the letters b, b'*. 
From it came, mediately through'b'? the Greek p' ($) ; and also me- 
diately or immediately, a Celtic and a Gothic$ In some languages, 
as in the Greek and Irrsh, the primeval w is unknown, the words 
which generally take the initial w very frequently beginning in those 
languages with an open vowel, simple or aspirated. 

In some of these cases thew has evidently melted into the substi- 
tuted vowel; hut in others we can trace up to the most remote 
antiquity two classes of words, one beginning with w, and the other 
with a naked vowel or an 1; and it would be very unsafe to infer 
any close relation between the two series. The correspondence be- 
tween them is evidence of a parallelism, but wouldaot justify us in 
concluding that the initial letters were connected together by any 
permutation. 

The following meanings come first in order :-to move onwards, a 
river, the wind, &c. ; to be quick or clever; to labour, to effect, to 
transact business, to sefi, a deed, a work, &c. ; to hurry forwards, 
to  strive, to seize, to seek to obtain, to  ask, &c. ; to rush on, to 
strike; to put in motion, to throw, to cast, to banish, &c. 
wan ...... Chin. 
van ...... Sanscr. 

van-a ... - 
ven ...... - 
vann-us .. Latin. 
ven-eo ... - 
vnin-yat' Russ. 
winn-in.. A.-Sax. 

wayn ... English. 
ban ...... Sanscr. 
paiu-o ... Grrek. 

bann ...... Breton. 
bann-a,.. - 

11556, to strike, &c. 
-to be distressed, to act, to transact business, to ask 

a!i s.n.-water. 
to go. 
s.f. a seed-hopper, a van or fan to winnow corn with. 
to be sold. 
-to seize and confiscate. 
to labour with grief and pain, &c., to obtain by labour 

to strike, to labour.-Jam. 
to ask or brg. 
to go, walk, tread, &c., to makc to go, put in motion, 

s .m.  a cast, a throw, &c. 
to throw with violence, to reject, exclude, banish ; to 

fall, to be overturned. 

* Vid. \ol .  iii. p. 173 

nr  beg, to seek, to desire.-Westergaarcl. 

and toil, to strive, to struggle with, to fight. 

&C. 
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s. an interdict, suspension, censure. 
a marching, a journeying; a deed, a fuct. 
s.f. a blow, a kick. 
adj. quick, nimble. 
v. I strike. 
s.f. a step, a degree. 
s. a champion, a famous hero. 
s. the hopper of a mill. 
s. a sudden blast. 
s.f. a wave, stream, rapid river. 
work. 
swift, nimble, quick, fast. 
s.f. an asking, a begging. 
s.f. an entreaty. 
a prayer, petition, demand. 
nimble, clever.-Latic. Grose. 
exconlmunication. 

baiin ...... Irish. 
bean ...... - 
bean-aim - 
beann ... - 
bein-e ... - 
binn ...... - 
bonn-a ... - 
buinn-e .. - 
bunn ... - 
buan ...... Welsh. 
bon ...... Icel. 
baen ...... - 
ben ...... A.-Sax. 
been ...... English. 
bann ...... Swed. 

- - 
- - 

With the root van appears t o  be  connected the Sanscrit word banij, 
a trader, which in the Greek takes the  form of $oiviE*. 

Connected with the idea of onward movement is t h a t  of piercing, 
and  hence of wounding, slaying, Src. ; and of cutting, dividing, se- 
parating, &c. 

w5n ...... Chin. - - 11 597, to cut, &c., to cut crowwise. 
wan ...... Holr.Chin. to remove to a distance, to keep at a distance. - - far, distant. 
vun ...... Co.-Chin. remote; adv. far. 
van-a ... Sanscr. 

ven-u ... - 
ven-a ... Latin. s.f. a vein. 
vuin-yat' Russ. to cut, &c. 

@+-n ... - s.f. a kind of eagle. 
f?o'u-os ... - s.m. murder, homicide, killing, slaughter. 
ben-a , . . Breton. to cut (stones). 
beon ...... - 
buain ... Irish. s.f. cutting, reaping, sheaving. 
- - s.f. deprivation. 
buan-a ... - 
ben ...... Icel. s.n. a mortal wound. 
ben-ia ... - to wound. 

11595, to separate, to break, to cut asunder. 

alone, solitary; ah s.m. a pipe, a fife, a flute (p. a 

uh s.m. a bamboo, a flute, a pipe. 
pierced instrument). 

9lu-0 ... Greek. to slay. 

a kind of sickle to cut stubble with. 

s. a mower, a reaper, a hewer of wood. 

The leading idea of the next  group of meanings is tha t  of pro- 
minence. It will hardly be necessary to  remind the reader of the  
analogies which exist between the present s e t  of meanings and  the 
corresponding group? already noticed in a former part of the  pre- 
s en t  paper. 
wan ...... Chin. 11547, a protuberant swelling. 
vuii ...... Co.-Chin. to heap up, heaped up. 

wenn ... d.-Sax.  a wen, a tumour. 

van-a ... Sanscr. ah s.m. the udder of a cow, &c., the root or feathered 
part of an arrow. 

* Vici. vol. iii. p. 189. + Vid. vol. iii. p. 191. 
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ban ...... Persiau. 
bun ...... - 
&vu-cs ... Greek. 

ban ...... Welsh. 

bBn ...... - 
bwn ...... - 
beinii ... Irish. 
ban ...... - 
binn - 
bonn ...... - 
buinn-e .. - 

...... 

- - - - 
bun ...... - 
bun-a ... Icel. 
boine ... English. 

bun ...... bowl1 ... - - - - - _- 
fain ...... Welsh. 
2:!ie } ... Irish. 
fan-a ... A.-Sax. 
fahn-e ... Germ. 

-the bottom of anything, the anus. 
root, basis, foundation, extremity, point, tip. 
s.m. a hill, a height, a heap, a mound ; a woman’s 

9.111. prominence, what is conspicuous. I t  is the ap- 

adj. conspicuous, high, lofty. 
8.m. a stem or base, a stock or trunk, alsothe butt-end. 
s.m. a spear-head. 
s. the summit of a hill or mountain. 
s. the foot or pedestal of anything, a foundation. 
s. a hill. 
s.m. a base, bottom, sole, pedestal. 
s.f. an ulcer. 
s.f. a tap, spigot, spout. 
5.f. a branch, twig, sapling, sprout. 
s.m. a root, stock, stump, bottom. 
s.f. the foot of an ox or bear. 
a small swelling caused by a fall or blow.-Essex. 

swelled.-Norfolk, Grose. 
the seat (in the human body).-Jam. 
the tail or brush of a hare.-Jam. 
a rabbit.-Cars. Craven Dial. 
s.m. what rises round, a cone. 
s.f. a wart. 
a standard, a vane. 
s.f. a flag, banner, vane of a weathercock, beard of a 

breast. 

pellative of several mountains. 

See bunny.-Moor. 

quill, tail of a hare or rabbit. 

F rom the idea of circular motion came the meanings t o  wind, to 
curl, t o  twist, to entwine ; to b e  connected with, t o  belong to ; t o  
bend, t o  flatter, to be complaisant or courteous, to be accommodating, 
good, &c. 

wan ...... Chin. 11552, appearance ofwater circulating,a kindofeddy. - - 11561, a yielding complaisant woman. - - 11572,-to turn, to twist. - - 11577, flattering looks, trying to please, yielding, 
complaisant. - - 11586, a hollow curve in the shore where the water 
forms a bay, a safe place for boats or ships 
to anchor. 

wan ...... Hok.Chin. a winding stream, a crooked shore. - - obedient, submissive, &c., accommodating. - - round, circular. 

- - curling smoke. - - great waves in a river. - - - a halo round the sun or moon. - - to entwine around ; a large girdle. 
vgn ...... Co.-Chin. to twist (a rope). 
vAn ...... - clouds undulated. 
van ...... Smscr.  

wun ...... - amicable, harmonious. 

- a rope, a cord, a string with which R net is ticd. 

to serve, to honour, &c., to help. 
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an s.n. a heavy sea, the rolling of water from wind, 
&c. ; hence the high tide in the Indian rivers, com- 
monly called the bore, &c. 

ih s.f. unornamented and braided hair, &c. ; assem- 
blageof water, as the confluxofrivers,&c. ; weaving. 

leave, permission, courtesy. 
to coax, to flatter.-Erockett. 
8. a belt, a girth, a bandage, a chain, a hinge. 
s. a band of men. 
I belong to, appertain. 
s. regard, respect. 
adj. good, harmonious. 
s.f. the set-offin basket-making, a thick welt or border. 
pliant, limber.-Forby. 
a rope. , 
s.f. what is united, or combined together, a bundle. 
a ring. 
s. wandering, straying, peregrination, pilgrimage. 

van-a ... Sanscr. 

ven-I...... - 
ren-ia ... Latin. 
whean ... Etiglish. 
bann ...... Irish. 

bean-aim - 
binn ...... - 
buan ...... - 
buin-e ... - 
bain ...... English. 
fun-is ... Latin. 
fun ...... Welsh. 
fain ...... Irish. 
fan ...... - 

- - 

T h e  meanings which take  dtfusion for their fundamental idea may 

lst, Breath, air, vapour, a smell, a fragrance, a stink, &c. 
be conveniently ranged under two heads :- 

wgn ...... Chin. 

vHn-a ... Sanscr. 
vyan-a ... - 
von’ ...... Rws. 
von-ya... - 
von-yat’.. - 
fwn ...... Welsh. 

- - 

f2n ...... - 
fowyne ... Flem. 

11 609, an epidemic disease. 
11613, incense. 
an s.n. a perfume, a fragrance. 
ah s.m. one of the three vital airs ; that which is dif- 

fised throughout the body. 
a stink. 
a smell. 
to smell. 
8.m. a state of proceeding from or originating, a 

source, the breath or respiration, a puff of breath 
expelled, a sigh. 

s.f. a flowing principle, air. 
a pole-cat. 

2nd, Fire, flame, warmth, and  hence the meaning ‘ to dry.’ 
wKn ...... Chin. 
- - 2888, warm, a slight genial warmth. 
wan ...... Hok.Chin. fire. 
wun ...... - 
viin-a ... Sunrcr. ah s.m.-a name of fire. 

van-a ... - ah s.m. a dry fruit. 
adj. dry, dried, &c. 

vian-ut’ .. Rms. to dry np, to wither. 
winn-a ... Sui.-Goth. to wither. 

bun ...... - 
bune ...... - 
fen-um .. Latin. hay. 
fon ...... M.-Goth. fire. 

11605, the sun rising with genial warmth. 

the warmth produced by the rising sun. 

van-i ... - ih s.m. fire, or its deity. 

win ...... English. to win hay.-Jam. 
a dried hemp-stalk, a kex or dry hollow stalk of the 

the inner part of the stalk offlax, the core, that which 
hemlock.-Cumb. Gloss. 

is of no use, afterwards called shaws.-Jam. 

The primeval m is represented in the  Hokkeen  dialect by b ; and 
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there is little doubt that a like permutation may occasionally be found 
in the Indo-European languages. But the laws of letter-change 
have been, as yet, very imperfectly investigated ; and satisfactory 
examples are so rare, that we shall not bring forward any words be- 
ginning with b ,  as illustrating the present branch of our subject, 
unless it be from the Hokkeen dialect. 

I t  will be seen 
that when. the element begins with m, it has chiefly reference to 
mental effort. The idea of agency furnishes us with another term 
for the hand; and also, as it would seem, with a name for man-the 
managing, or as we might phrase it, the reasoning agent. 
meen ... Chin. 7614, to think, to reflect, to endeavour. 
- - 7616,-to think about over and over, backwards and 

forwards. 
min ...... - 7695, painful feeling, a wounded mind, commisera- 

tion, chiefly on account of the state of the 
people, concern for one's country ; strong, 
violent. - - 7703, exertion, to exert oneself, effort employed, the 
heart's wish unaccomplished. - - 7710, to advance with celerity, &c., clearness and 
quickness of perception. 

mun...... - 7819, to touch with the hand, to lay the hand upon, 
to feel, to take hold of, to shake, &r. 

bin ...... Hok.Chin. clever, diligent, intelligent. - - to force oneself to anything against the will and power. 

bun ...... - 
- - sorrow, trouble. 
miin ...... Co.-Chin. to  effect. 

W e  shall start from the same point as heretofore. 

- - to be silently grieved, to be displeased and sorrowful. 
to inquire, to ask. 

man , . , . , , Sanscr. 

man-as... - 

miin ...... - 
min-a ... - 
man-n ... - 
miin-ava - 
paiu-opt Greek. 

pau-ia. .. - 
plu -0s  ... - 

to know, to understand, to regard, to  mind, to think, 
to conceive, &c., to be proud, to oppose, to stop. 

ah s.n. the mind, or (considered as the seat of per- 
ception and passion) the heart, the intellect, the 
understanding. 

to investigate, to seek or desire knowledge. 
ah 8.m. arrogance, haughtiness, pride, female arro- 

gance, or indignation ; taking, seizing, &c. ; an 
agent, &c. 

uh 8.m. Menu the legislator, &c., man in general. 
avah s.m. a nian, man, a boy. 
avi s.f. a woman, &c. 
to rage, be furious, to be mad, rave, especially with 

anger ; also to be mad with love, to be mad with 
wine, &c.; also of Baccbic phrenzy, hence fre- 
quently of prophetic phrenzy. 

madness, phrenzy, mad passion, rage, fury, enthu- 
siasm, Bacchic phrenzy. 

s.n. force, strength of body, especially a s  shown in 
quick movement andexertion; ofanirnals, strength, 
fierceness, as of horses, panthers, &c. ; strength, 
force of soul, especially as acting on the body and 
giving rise to hold and passionate action ; wish, bent, 
intent, purpose, mind, temper, disposition ; y b o g  is 
also used in pcripbr. like pi?, Ys, &c., ps'usa adeou, 
&C.--Il. 4, 
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s.f. wrath. 
to cherish wrath, to be wroth against one. 
s.f. a hand, workmanship, labour; a fight, force, might, 

power, &c. ; management, administration, 8c.  
s.f. the rational soul, the seat of the natural parts 

and acquired virtues, the understanding, opinion, 
temper of mind, memory, &c. 

s.m. an active principle. 
s.f. that is capable of forming, an epithet for the hand. 
s.m. will, desire, mind. 
v.8. to exercise the will, to obtain sway, to obtain, to 

have, to seek, to procure, to insist, to will. 
s.m. a person, a body. 
to think, imagine, judge, will, desire, ask for. 
s.f. a hand. 
s.m. the will, desire, love. 
a.m. meditation.-Suppl. 
an appetite, eager wish for something, a fond or 

to call to mind. 
a sore, a hurt, pain ; an obstruction, harm, mischief. 
to be of opinion. 
s.m. mind, humour. 
to mean, perceive, remember, consider, lament, coin- 

plain. 
a male, a human being. 
a hand. 
to remember, to consider. 
love, affection. 

hankering desire. 

pJu-y ... Greek. 
pw-rw ... - 
manns...  Latin. 

men-s ... - 
mPn ...... Welsh. 
mun ...... - 
mpn ...... - 
myn-u ... - 
myn-w. .. - 
nienn-a... Breton. 
main} man ... Irish. 
mian ... - 
maon ... - 
mian ... Manx. 
man ...... leel .  
mein...... - 
mein-a ... - 
mun-i ... - 
maen-an .. A.-Sax. 

man ...... - 
mun ...... - 
mun-an - 
niyn ...... - 

T h e  following meanings involve the  ideas of minishirig, wasting 
away, comminution, &c. 

meen ... Chin. ... 7617, wheaten flour. 
mgn ...... Co.-Chin. comminuted rice, - mon ... 
inan ...... - 
mun ...... - 
yuu-0: ... Greek. 

- - 

man-o ... Latin. 
min-uo ... - 

main ... Welsh. 
mkn ...... 
man-n ... - 
moan ... Breton. 
moun-a,.. - 
min , ,. , ,, Irish. 

- 

- - 

thin. 
to be worn away with use. 
to fail in strength. 
a small fragment. 
Lat. rurm . strictly of substance or consistency, thin, 

loose, slack; of number, few, scanty ; also of things 
happening at intervals, e.  9. the beatings of a pulse, 
slow, &c. 

to run in a small stream, to flow, to trickle down, to 
drop, to distil, &c. 

to make a thing less, to minish, diminish, lessen or 
make less, to abate or impair, to violate or derogate 
from, to abase. 

slender, fine, thin, or small with respect to roundness. 
small, little, petty, fine. 
v.a. to make small, to pound, to become snrall, to 

slender, slim, fine, narrow. 
to eat like ii man without teeth, to mumble. 
s.m. meal, floiir. 
small, fine, tender, dclicate, soft, &c. 

crumble. 
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s.f. pusillanimity. 
s. smoothness, fineness, smallness. 
v. I bray, mince, chop, comminute. 
little, small. 
less. 
s.m. a slender man. 
s.f. thinness. 
the flour-dust of a mill. 
adv. less. 

min ...... I r is f i .  

min-im ... - 
mean ... - 
minn-r ... Icel. 
mibn-i ... - 
mi&-a ... - 
meyn ... Flem. 
min ...... - 

I_ - 

The next  group of meanings has the following sequence :-to cut,  
divide, separate, distribute, allot, give ; and hence-a gap, a hollow, 
an opening, a door ; separation, remoteness, solitariness ; orderly 
distribution, species, stripes, marks, &c. ; allotment, office, station, 
position, &c. 
meen ... Chin. 7616,-remote, distant, absent, &c. 
min ...... - 
mun ...... - 

7708, a hollow kind of reed fit for making mats of, 
hollow as a reed. 

7816, a two-leaved door, a gate, a door of any kind, 
an entrance, &c. ; a family, a sect, a division 
of a subject, a class of persons, a profession. - - 7820, water running between two hills which seem 
to form a door or passage for it. 

mon ...... Co.-Chin. a species. 
mSn ...... - a door. 
miin ...... - 
bun ...... Hok. Chin. to cut. to cut off. 

marks of retreating water. 

- - 
- - 
- - 
p J u - 0 ~  ... Greek. 

#uov-&l ... - 
mun-us... Latin. 

man ...... Welsh. 

man ...... Irish. 
mann ... - 
muu-r ... Icel. 

separated to a distance, divided. 
the stripes in checked and embroidered cloth. 
an opening i n  a ravine where the water runs out and 

alone, left alone, forsaken, solitay, alone, without 
,others, standing alone, single in its kind, &c. 

to make single or solitary, leave alone, forsake. 
s.n. a gift, a present, gift or reward, &c. ; a part, a 

duty or office, an employment or business, public 
or private, &c. 

s.f. that is a separate body or individual, an isolated 
one or that is separate. 

s. solitariness. 
s. God the bountiful giver. 
s.m. distinction. 

the two banks project like a gateway. 






